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timeous relief."* But when it is remembered that the " great Independent" had barely completed his work in Buckinghamshire^ we can quite understand how gossiping critics came to the conclusion that "when all is well considered, and Sir John Meldrum/s own letters looked upon, it seems his own improvidence alone has procured that mischief."
The mischief, however, was fully repaired. The Earl of Manchester, having finished his commission in Cambridge University, got his army into the field again, and made for Lincoln. Attempts were apprehended from the Royalists upon Sleaford; but Cromwell, with 2,000 horse, speedily dissipated all fear on that account. With the same force he kept a look-out for Colonel Goring, while the Earl of Manchester advanced by Grantham to Lincoln, and retook the town at the beginning of May. Mainly by Cromwell's activity, the Lincolnshire side of the Trent was pretty well cleared of Royalists, and the Eastern Counties' army was able, in the early summer, to advance across the Humber, in order to join with Lord Fairfax and the Scots under the Earl of Leven against York.
At the end of May Essex and Waller had seemed nearer than ever before to an effective combination against Oxford; but the King, at the beginning of June, slipped between their armies and went into Derbyshire, whence he wrote an urgent letter to Prince Rupert to relieve York at all risks. When it was found that the King had gone, Essex left to his colleague the unwelcome duty of following him, while the Lord-General himself turned towards the west, and, as it ultimately proved, towards defeat and surrender. Waller, believing that Charles intended to join his nephew, moved on Shrewsbury to keep them separate. But the King, having no such intention, marched in security back to Oxford. Prince Rupert then, having received such urgent orders, was speedily on the march, and on July 1st the commanders of the united armies about York received information that he was near Knaresboroughf with 20,000 men. The forces concentrated by Fairfax, Leven, and Manchester for the capture of the city did not number more than 23,000. The generals
* " Baillie's Letters," April 2nd, 1644. He still calls Cromwell a "colonel," but a newspaper in February announced that he had received the higher commission, and, at any rate, he exercised the powers of a Lieutenant-G-eneral.
t It seems to have been in some skirmish at Knaresborough about this tinr.e.e questions belonging to the policy of his latter days. But for an under-
